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DAY 7 OF RUSSIAN INVASION OF 
UKRAINE: KHARKIV, MARIUPOL, 
AND KHERSON COME UNDER 
HEAVY FIRE

3 March 2022

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine entered its next day on March 2, some heavy 
fighting was reported. The Russian convoy is stalled but its forces are encircling 
Ukraine’s bigger cities to destroy them. At the end of the day, forces defending 
Kherson were in the worst situation on the southern front. But the Russian 
offensive on Kyiv slowed down.

SOURCE: FLICKR

For the last two-three days, the Ukrainian 
military has kept the Russians at a safe 

distance from the capital. The Russians attacked 
from the northwest and seized the Gostomel 

airfield yet sustained heavy losses. Now Russian 
forces are trying to pull large battalions on the 
left bank of the Dnipro river, advancing from 
Chernihiv. Logistics problems are stalling a 
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massive Russian convoy that was pushing its 
way toward Kyiv. Thus, although the Russian 
command has developed a strategy after a 
failed strategy of “Blitzkrieg,” Russian forces, 
which are penetrating Ukraine’s territory, are 
now running out of gas and food. However, the 
Ukrainian military, including the country’s 
territorial defense troops, is hitting the enemy’s 
food and fuel supplies. Heavy fighting continues 
in Kharkiv. After a failed assault on the city last 
Sunday, Russian forces are increasingly relying 
on artillery fire, destroying the city and killing 
more civilians. But the invader cannot leave 
such a big urban area behind. It is not only 
about propaganda––as Kharkiv is Ukraine’s 
second largest city and was in the past the 
capital of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic––but 
also military considerations. If not occupied, 
the Russian military cannot capture Ukraine’s 
major cities along the middle flow of the Dnipro 
river––Cherkasy, Kremenchuk, or Dnipro. As 
Ukrainian forces are fiercely defending the city, 
Russian troops are incapable of cutting off a 
large Ukrainian military group in Donbas. The 
Ukrainian military is preventing the enemy 
from making bigger territorial gains. Russian 
forces are unleashing a barrage of artillery 
fire on the neighboring towns (including 
Volnovakha, inhabited by some 20,000 people). 
The fate of Mariupol, which is now besieged by 
the Russians on land and at sea, will be decisive. 
The Russian military is using the same strategy 
it did in Kharkiv, Kyiv (albeit to a limited 
extent because the convoy is still far from the 
Ukrainian capital), or Kherson (a barrage of 

artillery fire). It seems that Russian forces are 
planning to level one of the Ukrainian cities off 
the ground, making it a frightening example 
for others. The mayor of the northeastern 
Ukrainian town of Konotop had been given an 
ultimatum by Russian forces to surrender or 
face being wiped out by artillery. As reported 
on Wednesday evening, Russian forces might 
have seized the city of Kherson. If it is true and 
the Ukrainian military fails to reclaim their 
positions as in other cities, the southern city 
of Kherson will be the first Russian-controlled 
one. During the first seven days of the war, 
Russia sustained many casualties and lost many 
pieces of military hardware. Ukrainian military 
officials say that more than 7,000 Russian 
servicemen have been killed. The Pentagon 
estimated that Russian forces had fired 450 
missiles in the past seven days while about 80 
percent of the Russian troops that Moscow 
massed along Ukraine’s borders have crossed 
into the country. This means that Russia will 
be soon short of reserve forces. The Russians 
have not been able to dominate the airspace, 
which is a failure for the Kremlin. Despite 
Russia’s vastly larger armed forces, Ukraine’s 
airspace remains contested while Ukrainian 
warplanes are wreaking havoc on the enemy. 
Russian military strategists underestimated 
the enemy and the territory as military forces 
need to cover huge distances. In addition, 
Ukraine’s advantage is that its territorial depth 
is immense in the center and the west, thus 
where it borders NATO states. ■
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RUSSIA’S INVASION OF 
UKRAINE: DAY 8. UKRAINE’S 
EFFICIENT DEFENSE 
CAPABILITIES

4 March 2022

March 3 saw no major shifts in the military theater. Russian forces have advanced 
only along the southern front. Ukraine retains control of the capital, Kyiv, and 
its biggest cities of Kharkiv, Chernihiv, and Mariupol, despite heavy fighting, 
continue to repel Russian assaults. A second round of ceasefire talks with Russia 
had not yielded the results Kyiv hoped for, but Ukrainian negotiators reached an 
agreement to create humanitarian corridors to evacuate citizens from besieged 
cities.
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DAY 12 OF RUSSIA’S INVASION 
OF UKRAINE: FIERCE FIGHTING 
IN MYKOLAIV, RUSSIA 
SUSTAINS BIGGER LOSSES

8 March 2022

Russian forces remain stalled everywhere except for the southern front. The 
aggressor has sustained heavy losses and is now short of reinforcements as 
Moscow has involved all military forces previously massed along the Ukrainian 
border. The Russians are regrouping for new attacks on key targets, notably those 
of Kyiv and Kharkiv, while clearly targeting civilian areas. Russian forces are 
shelling civilian infrastructure as civilians are seeking to escape, which makes 
it clear they got such an order from the Kremlin’s top officials. But this strategy 
has backfired, making the Ukrainians fight back and weighing heavily on Russia, 
mostly in the information space.

The Russian tactic consists in besieging 
cities as Russian forces give them an 

ultimatum to surrender or they would be razed 
by shelling, killing civilians. But Kyiv saw what 
was one of the quietest days since the war 
broke out. There were practically no missile 
strikes or air raids. The Ukrainian military has 
also neutralized Russian sabotage groups. In 
addition, the Ukrainians maintain key routes 
linking the capital with Bila Tserkva to the 
south and Zhytomyr to the west. Many reports 
are about Belarusian soldiers. Their involvement 
in besieging Kyiv would be advantageous for 
Moscow, but the Belarusian military allegedly 
refused to fight. A large convoy of the Belarusian 
army, which was supposedly advancing 
towards Kyiv, has stalled near Chernihiv. The 
convoy of the 38th Air Assault Brigade of the 
Belarusian army reportedly refused to advance 
on the Volynhia region. The General Staff of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine said the Ukrainian 
military continues to repulse the Russians while 

preventing them from occupying the whole 
territory of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 
As Russian forces pressed near Kharkiv that is 
seeing now some heavy fighting, they shell the 
city, killing more and more civilians. Russian 
forces advanced towards the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power plant while Ukrainian troops 
are mounting a weaker resistance to the 
Russian military heading northward from 
the Crimean peninsula. The Russian military 
is making slow progress westward towards 
Odesa where it stalled near the southern city 
of Mykolaiv. Possibly Russia will deploy its 
paratroopers in the Odessa region. This would 
be an extremely risky move that could make 
Russia sustain mass-scale losses but this is the 
Kremlin’s least concern now and in the whole 
war campaign. Ukraine still has efficient air 
defense and aviation, and most importantly, a 
command and control system that allows it to 
direct military operations across its territory in 
a coordinated and real-time manner. ■
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Russian forces appear to be stalled in most 
directions. So they have intensified shelling 

in cities, including Mariupol, Kharkiv, Chernihiv, 
Mykolaiv, and some towns in Donbas and 
near Kyiv. Ukraine’s general staff said Russia 
was deploying its warplanes from mainland 
Russia to Belarus, which may prompt more 
air raids and missile strikes. The Pentagon 
estimated Russia had launched about 600 
missiles since the start of the invasion. It is 
only in the south that the invader has made 
big territorial gains. As previously reported, 
six cities in the Zaporizhia region have been 
temporarily occupied while Russian forces are 
advancing eastwards and northwards. However, 
Russia deployed its biggest forces towards the 
west by assaulting Mykolaiv, which is their 
only obstacle before reaching Odesa. Russian 
forces unleashed a vicious artillery attack on 
Mykolaiv, hitting residential neighborhoods. 
A fierce battle broke out between Ukrainian 
and Russian troops around the airport that fell 
into Russian hands and then was recaptured 
by the Ukrainians. In Donbas, Russian forces 
besieged the city of Mariupol where the 

humanitarian situation is dramatic. North of 
Mariupol, the town of Volnovakha came under 
fire while civilians are fleeing. In the northern 
section of Donbas, the city of Severodonetsk is 
making some defensive efforts, which prevents 
Russian forces advancing from Luhansk from 
joining a unit involved in the fierce fighting 
of Kharkiv. The country’s second-biggest city 
has been bombed heavily for days now but 
the Russians are unable to encircle it and thus 
advance towards Dnipro. A military operation 
is underway also in the north, to capture 
Kyiv. West of the capital, Russian forces are 
conducting an aerial assault, striking the city 
of Zhytomyr to cut it off western Ukrainian 
and push Ukrainian troops out of the region 
while staging a counterattack from the west. 
There has been fierce fighting in Bucha, Irpin, 
and Gostomel northwest of Kyiv, where Russian 
ground forces seized a series of settlements 
and used shelling attacks to deliberately kill 
civilians. Northeast of Kyiv, Russia adopted 
what appeared to be “siege tactics” around the 
city of Chernihiv, launching artillery and missile 
attacks instead of attacking the city frontally. ■
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DAY 15 OF THE RUSSIAN 
INVASION OF UKRAINE: 
STALLED INCURSION, 
DIPLOMATIC FAILURE

11 March 2022

After the first three days of the offensive, it was clear that the war was not going 
as Russia had planned. Last week saw some territorial gains from the Russian 
army that yet got stalled. After nearly two weeks, Russian forces are unable 
to encircle Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine. The Ukrainian army is still fighting in 
Chernihiv, Suma, and Kharkiv. Russian forces indeed encircled Mariupol but are 
incapable of seizing the city. Mykolaiv has been under intense fire by Russian 
forces, but the aggressor did not seize the city. In some Russian-occupied towns, 
people take to the streets in the most visible example yet of resistance to Russian 
occupation. Russian troops are now suffering low morale. Yet mercenaries are 
unlikely to be deployed to the war theatre instead of young conscripts. What 
shows Russia’s worsening position is that its foreign minister Sergey Lavrov 
agreed to hold talks with Ukraine’s Dmytro Kuleba, but nothing concrete came 
out of this meeting.

T he Russian invasion of Ukraine is slowly 
becoming trench warfare. Apart from 

some Russian forces heading northwards 
from the city of Kherson, Russian forces do 
not move forward. Air strikes hitting Zhytomyr 
and towns nearby did not bring the result 
Russia had expected––they were supposed 
to introduce Russian troops marching from 
the north and cut Kyiv off western Ukraine. 
Before the war broke out, the Ukrainian 
military had been aware of a possible assault 
from Belarus to cut western Ukraine from the 
rest of the country, impede supplies from the 
West, and prevent civilians from escaping to 
Poland. Nearby Zhytomyr, Rivne, and Lutsk, 

Ukrainian forces are large enough to repel 
Russian assaults from the north. Even by 
deploying Belarusian troops, Russia will fail 
to break the Ukrainian defense. This is one of 
many reasons why the Russian attack on Kyiv 
stalled. The Russians indeed seized some towns 
northwest of Kyiv, but it is not enough to storm 
the capital. On the opposite bank of the Dnipro 
river, Ukrainian forces are fiercely attacking the 
enemy to prevent it from seizing Chernihiv and 
advancing towards Kyiv. After a month-long war, 
Kherson is the first major city to be taken by 
Russia, which was thanks to an offensive from 
Crimea at the beginning of the war. The Russian 
strategy of encircling and seizing large cities 
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is falling, as was the case in the eastern city 
of Sumy. Kharkiv’s defenders are thwarting all 
attempts by Russian invaders to enter or pass 
through the city. It is key for the whole left-bank 
Ukraine. As long as the Ukrainians successfully 
defend this city, the Russians are unable to 
accelerate their offensive and reach the Dnipro 
river nearby the city of Dnipro. If the Russian 
military proved successful, they would cut off a 
large Ukrainian military group in Donbas whose 
soldiers now defend Zaporizhzhia. It is little 
surprise that Russian forces have made scarce 
progress in Donbas, where the war has been 
on since 2014 while Ukrainian troops are well 
positioned. Thus, Russian soldiers are unable 
to capture the city of Mariupol and besieged 
the sea hub in a bid to force its capitulation. In 
the south, there has been no major progress 
and it is where Russian forces advanced most 
rapidly. East of the Dnipro river, the Russians 
failed to advance toward Zaporizhzhia. In 
the west, Russian forces have not seized the 
city of Mykolaiv. A delayed assault on Odesa, 
which is located further to the west, forced 
the Black Sea Fleet vessels to withdraw to 

Crimea, possibly just to regroup and replenish 
supplies, as those had been waiting for a week 
to perform an amphibious attack on Odesa 
from the east. Why has the Russian offensive 
stalled? First, Ukrainian soldiers are well 
prepared for the defense. Secondly, Russian 
forces are facing serious logistical challenges. 
Thirdly, it is all about poor Russian military 
morale––most soldiers are badly trained 
conscripts. Last but not least, Russia failed to 
win Ukraine’s airspace and has lost a substantial 
number of aircraft, helicopters, and missiles. No 
wonder Moscow agreed to take part in talks 
with Ukraine. Turkey has taken on the role of 
a mediator to host the Russian and Ukrainian 
foreign ministers at a meeting in Antalya. 
Sergey Lavrov, Moscow’s chief diplomat, is the 
first senior Russian official to hold high-level 
talks with a representative of the state Russia 
sought to “denazify.” This confirms best the 
fiasco of the Kremlin’s initial strategy but it is 
still too soon to declare anything. The meeting 
in Turkey ended in nothing while Lavrov, who is 
Russia’s chief diplomat, just obeys Putin’s orders 
and refuses to make any commitments. ■
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RUSSIAN INVASION OF 
UKRAINE: THE BATTLE OF 
MARIUPOL, OR A UKRAINIAN 
STALINGRAD

15 March 2022

The southern Ukrainian city of Mariupol, which had a pre-war population of 
500,000, has been a top target of Russian forces since they invaded Ukraine. 
Seizing the city would bring about a massive propaganda effect for Russia and 
prompt Moscow’s retaliation for the efficient defense the port located on the Sea 
of Azov had seen back in 2014.

SOURCE: TWITTER
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M ariupol, which is located close to 
Russian-occupied Donbas, saw an 

ongoing barrage of artillery fire since Moscow 
invaded Ukraine on February 24. The next day, 
Russian troops headed on the city from the 
northwest but were stopped near the village of 
Pavlopil. Then the Russians encircled Mariupol 
from the north before connecting with troops 
that advanced on from the west, from Crimea 
(March 3). The city came under siege within a 
matter of days. Russian forces there include the 
58th Army, the 3rd Guards Spetsnaz Brigade 
(a special brigade force of the Russian military 
intelligence), and the Sparta Battalion, which 
is a rebel militant group of what is called the 
Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR). Ukrainian 
forces that defend the city include the 10th 
Mountain Assault Brigade, stationed at Bila 
Tserkva, the 56th Motorized Brigade, the 
36th Marine Brigade, 46th Separate Special 
Purposes Battalion “Donbas-Ukraina,” the 
Azov Regiment (a unit of the National Guard 
of Ukraine), the 25th and the 37th Battalions, 
and the 109th Territorial Defense Brigade. The 
Russians on March 13 captured several towns 
northwest of Mariupol near the regions of 
Donetsk and Zaporizhia. This could potentially 
cut off Ukrainian forces that are stationed 
along the former demarcation line near the 
town of Volnovakha in Donbas. As in other 
major Ukrainian cities, Russian forces have 
not attacked Mariupol frontally. They cover 
Ukrainian-controlled districts with artillery 
fire and seize them gradually. The Russians 
have gained control of its eastern part. Now 
Mariupol is a number one target for Russian 
forces and a key priority in the Ukrainian 
defense strategy. In a video address posted 

to his Facebook page on March 13, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said the high 
priority was to help the besieged city in its 
fight against the Russian invader. Deprived 
of the control of the port on the Sea of Azov, 
which allows for maritime trade from Donbas, 
Russia is unable to ensure a land route to the 
occupied Crimean peninsula. The city sits in 
a highly strategic position. If Russian forces 
capture Mariupol, they will gain control of the 
Ukrainian coast stretching to Mykolaiv, just 
west of Crimea. The town of Volnovakha, which 
is north of Mariupol, is of chief importance, 
too. Through the city runs the H20 highway 
that connects Mariupol, Donetsk, Kramatorsk, 
and Sloviansk. Running southwards, it is one 
of the key routes in Donbas. The eastern 
Ukrainian town of Volnovakha has been 
completely destroyed by Russian forces but 
Ukrainian soldiers are defending it to prevent 
the aggressor from sieging Mariupol even 
deeper than that. Ukrainian authorities have 
said that 1,500 civilians had been killed in 
Mariupol. The city is seeing more humanitarian 
convoys. Russian forces on March 12 blocked 
a humanitarian convoy that left the city of 
Zaporizhia. Nearly 125,000 people have been 
evacuated via humanitarian corridors from 
conflict zones in Ukraine so far. The roughly 
400,000 people who remain in Mariupol 
have been left with no access to heat, food, 
and medicine. It was not until March 14 that 
some locals had been evacuated through 
a humanitarian route, heading on towards 
Berdyansk and then Zaporizhia. Earlier efforts 
to evacuate civilians from Mariupol were 
scuppered by ceasefire violations. ■
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RUSSIAN INVASION OF 
UKRAINE: RUSSIA TO BRING 
MERCENARIES TO UKRAINE
The Kremlin is reportedly fearful of suffering incalculable losses in conscripts and 
will possibly wage a lengthy and bloody war against Ukraine. This is perhaps why 
Moscow is seeking to hire thousands of mercenaries––mostly from Syria––and 
send them to Ukraine. Making this statement public means that the Kremlin’s 
strategy is to intimidate people in Ukraine by painting a picture of ruthless 
Muslim warlords who arrived in the war-torn country to terrorize civilians.

SOURCE: KREMLIN.RU

15 March 2022
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RUSSIA’S GAZPROM HIKES GAS 
EXPORTS
With the veto from some EU countries, Russia can trade its gas and oil to Europe 
quite freely. Those that are most short of blue fuel in their storage facilities are 
countries in western Europe that fell victim to Gazprom’s deliberate strategy to 
inject little gas to the facilities last year and fill them with commodities only in 
November.

16 March 2022

T he Russian president Vladimir Putin on 
March 11 gave orders allowing fighters 

from the Middle East to be deployed in 
the war. At the Security Council meeting, 
Russian defense minister Sergei Shoigu said 
there were 16,000 volunteers in the Middle 
East who were ready to come to fight with 
Russian-backed forces in Donbas. “If you see 
that there are these people who want to come 
to help the people living in Donbas, then we 
need to give them what they want and help 
them get to the conflict zone,” Putin said. The 
Ukrainian military intelligence agency said 
Russia had opened recruitment centers for 
mercenaries in Syria. Russia is likely to bring 
mercenaries into Moscow by plane before 
deploying them to Ukraine. Before, they were 
reportedly brought to a Russian military base 
in Armenia, Russia’s North Caucasus, and then 
Ukraine. Russia is reportedly sending Syrian 
mercenaries from Libya, where they fought 

with Gen Khalifa Haftar against the Tripoli 
government. Despite what is said about their 
purportedly rich experience in urban warfare, 
Syrian mercenaries are little useful in a clash 
with any conventional army. By bringing hired 
guns to Ukraine, Russian forces are seeking 
to add to the battlefield more experienced 
fighters than young non-trained conscripts. 
The most possible explanation for this is that 
Russia is seeking to use mercenaries from 
the Middle East to terrify civilians in Ukraine. 
In addition to rockets and air raids targeting 
civilian infrastructure, including residential 
areas and hospitals, the Kremlin will now send 
thousands of fighters who do not share the 
common culture, language, or religion and 
who are ready to commit the most dreadful 
atrocities. Perhaps mercenaries from Syria and 
Libya would be sitting ducks for a localized 
insurgency along with the Wagner Group and 
forces loyal to Chechnya’s Ramzan Kadyrov. ■

A ccording to preliminary data, Gazprom 
produced 111.5 billion cubic meters (bcm) 

of gas in the period from January 1 through 
March 15, 2022. The Russian gas giant exported 
30.7 bcm of gas to ex-Soviet countries, which 
is a 28.5 percent decline (by 12.2 bcm) year-on-
year. Gas exports are yet growing each week. 
Russian energy giant Gazprom said that natural 

gas exports outside ex-Soviet Union countries 
went up by 15.6 percent in March compared to 
February and by 38.9 percent from its January 
figures. The Russian invasion of Ukraine did 
not affect Gazprom’s export to the European 
Union. Contrarily, Gazprom is boosting gas 
supplies everywhere that they equated to zero 
in January (Yamal pipeline or transit routes via 
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Ukraine), even if that means a financial loss for 
Moscow. Gazprom is seeking close cooperation 
with Europe as growth in gas prices means 
higher profits to the Russian federal budget 
when trading with the EU. Gazprom said 
its gas exports to nine European countries 
significantly increased between March 1 and 
March 15, 2022. Croatia experienced the biggest 
boost, with a 110.9 percent surge in supply. Gas 
supplies to Poland, Italy, and Greece jumped 71.8 
percent, 51.7 percent, and 34.6 percent on the 
year, respectively, while exports to Bulgaria and 
Turkey were up 24.4 percent and 21.1 percent 
over the review period. However, a month-to-

month increase in gas supplies to EU states 
does not mean bigger volumes. Late in 2021 and 
in January, Gazprom cut down on gas exports 
into the EU so now the impressive increase 
stems from an extremely low benchmark 
for Russian gas commodities. Gazprom has 
also prided itself with a boost in gas exports 
to China through the Power of Siberia gas 
link under a long-term supply deal between 
the Russian gas firm and China’s CNPC. Gas 
supplies to Russia dropped by 5.7 percent, or 
4.8 bcm, mostly amid mild weather in February, 
the company said in a statement. ■
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AS OIL PRICE DROPS, RUSSIA 
HIKES EXPORT TARIFFS

16 March 2022

The Russian oil-export duty will grow in early April this year, the Russian 
government announced amid a new trend of declining oil prices worldwide. As 
the Russia-Ukraine war has so far influenced a price increase, what might also 
worry many is a possible slowdown in the Chinese economy and Western efforts 
to look for new energy supplies to curb reliance on Russian energy and thus push 
prices down.

SOURCE: MEDIA.GAZPROM-NEFT.RU

F rom April 1, 2022, onwards, Russia’s oil-
export duty will grow by $2.9––to $61.2 

per ton from $58.3 now, the Russian finance 
ministry said in a statement. Customs tariffs 
on light petroleum products and oils will 

increase from $17.4 to $18.3 while those on 
heavy petroleum products––to $61.2 from $58.3. 
A bigger oil-export duty means more money 
for Russian state coffers. Globally, Brent and 
WTI crude futures steadied below $100 per 
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RUSSIAN INVASION 
OF UKRAINE: COULD RUSSIA 
USE CHEMICAL AND/OR 
BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 
IN UKRAINE?
With Russia’s frantic claims that Ukraine was operating non-conventional 
weapons, there are increasing concerns that Russia could be prepared to use 
chemical weapons to attack Ukraine. Russia has a track record of accusing the 
West of the very crimes that Russia itself is perpetrating.

18 March 2022

M oscow called the meeting of the UN 
Security Council to discuss its unproven 

allegations that Ukraine is operating biological 
weapons laboratories. Russia accused the 
United States of supporting a biological 
weapons program in Ukraine––although it had 
no evidence. Izumi Nakamitsu, the UN High 
Representative for Disarmament Affairs, told 
the UN Security Council on March 11 that the 
UN was “not aware of any biological weapons 
programs” in Ukraine. Perhaps this could be a 

deliberate smokescreen to deploy chemical or 
biological weapons to target people living in the 
so-called “people’s republics” in Donbas in what 
could be a false flag operation. That is nothing 
new for Russia, though. Earlier Russia claimed 
that Ukraine was developing biological weapons 
with U.S. support in labs in Georgia and Latvia. 
Russia has a large stockpile of biological and 
chemical weapons it could use against Ukraine. 
Moscow has been notorious for deploying such 
weapons while targeting Ukraine would send a 

barrel, which is less than when Russia went 
to war with Ukraine. Furthermore, the novel 
coronavirus continues to spread throughout 
China in a move that could massively affect the 
country’s growth and its appetite for crude oil. 
Some reports say mainland China is facing its 
worst Covid-19 outbreak since the height of the 
pandemic. China’s government has locked down 
the southeastern city of Shenzhen as it tries to 
contain the outbreak across multiple provinces. 
Economically, all eyes are now on China while 
the Russia-Ukraine war is put on the back seat. 

Nonetheless, traders remain optimistic in the 
context of revamped diplomatic efforts and 
new rounds of Russia-Ukraine negotiations. It 
is possible to add more crude to the market by 
easing U.S. sanctions against Venezuela and 
concluding a nuclear program deal––if it is 
struck, Washington will ease tough restrictions 
on Iranian crude. Despite pressure from the 
United States and the United Kingdom, the 
biggest oil-producing states––the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia––are not planning 
to increase output. ■
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RUSSIAN INVASION 
OF UKRAINE: SEA BLOCKADE 
IS NOW A FACT
No matter how the Russia-Ukraine war ends, some security issues in the Black 
Sea have changed irreversibly. Russia’s Black Sea Fleet is damaging infrastructure 
along the entire Black Sea coast and blocks access to shipping routes by deploying 
mines.

22 March 2022

SOURCE: MIL.RU

shockwave through the authorities in Kyiv and 
the West and bolster the Kremlin’s chance for 
concessions. As for chemical weapons, Russia 
has sarin, the nerve agent Novichok or VX gas. 
With Moscow’s support, some of these agents 

were used by forces loyal to Syria’s Bashar al-
Assad. In addition, Russia has been developing 
its biological weapons program. Possibly Russia 
would use the virus of Ebola or Marburg to 
intimidate civilians in Ukrainian cities. ■
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A ll Ukrainian ports on the Black Sea and 
Azov Sea remain temporarily closed 

to ships seeking to enter or exit, Ukraine’s 
infrastructure ministry said on March 21. 
Russian forces occasionally shell Odesa, a port 
city on the Black Sea coast. The city of Mariupol 
also came under artillery fire. After three weeks 
of the war, Russian forces now have full control 
of the coast of the Sea of Azov––except for the 
city of Mariupol––and part of the coast that is 
west of Ukraine, to Mykolaiv. So the Russians 
failed to seize a strip of land running from 
Donbas to Odesa and push Ukrainian soldiers 
of the sea. Russian forces are blocking access 
to Ukrainian-controlled sea ports. The near 
future looks grim for the countries in Africa 
that depend on the Ukrainian wheat imports. 

The Panama Maritime Authority reported that 
the Russian Navy was preventing the departure 
of some 300 Panama-flagged vessels in the 
Black Sea. Panama claims to have the largest 
number of ships registered under its flag. Five 
ships loaded with grain have vanished from a 
port in Ukraine, and reports indicate that the 
vessels and their haul were stolen by Russians. 
Bulgaria and Romania have warned that 
military activities in the northwestern Black 
Sea may pose a threat to other sea routes thank 
those to Odesa. It is possible that the mines 
that Ukrainian naval forces had deployed in 
the Black Sea could drift as far as the territorial 
waters of Romania. The war is a peril to Black 
Sea security and trade. ■

SOURCE: STRUCTURE.MIL.RU
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RUSSIAN INVASION OF 
UKRAINE: WILL BELARUS JOIN 
PUTIN’S WAR?

23 March 2022

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, Kyiv has said there is a high risk of an attack on 
the country being launched from Belarus. Minsk would allow Moscow to use its 
territory, facilities, and troops to invade Ukraine. If this does take place, it will 
be one of the last decisions Alexander Lukashenko takes as the Belarusian leader.

B ut for this decision, Russia would not have 
gone to war with Ukraine. Invading Kyiv 

from the north could have been the top reason 
for Putin to launch the war as he had some 
blitzkrieg calculations in his mind. Nonetheless, 
Ukrainian forces resisted an attack on Kyiv that 
came mostly from neighboring Belarus. But 

the country has offered facilities for Russia 
to prepare its air and missile strikes targeting 
Ukraine. Moreover, Ukraine sees a high risk of 
an attack on western Ukraine’s Volyn region 
being launched from Belarus to cut western 
Ukrainian regions off the country, halt weapons 
supplies from the west, and prevent civilians 
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TENSIONS RUN HIGH BETWEEN 
RUSSIA, JAPAN: SANCTIONS, 
DRILLS, AND DISPUTED 
ISLANDS

28 March 2022

Amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine, ties soured rapidly between Moscow 
and Tokyo. After Japan condemned the hostiles and joined Western nations in 
imposing sanctions, Moscow halted peace treaty talks and launched military 
drills near the Kuril Islands whose status is disputed by the two states. In 
response, Tokyo reminded Russia that it had been illegally occupying four of its 
islands.

The Russian military on March 25 started 
a military exercise involving more than 

3,000 troops on the disputed Kuril Islands. 
On March 21, Russia said it was withdrawing 
from negotiations with Japan aimed at signing 
a formal World War II peace treaty because 
of Tokyo’s “openly hostile stance” against 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. Russia and 
Japan have never signed a peace treaty to 
formally end World War II. One of the key 
issues is competing claims over territorial 
rights to the Kurile Islands, which Tokyo calls 

its Northern Territories. They involve the four 
islands—Kunashiri, Etorofu, Shikotan, and the 
Habomai group of islets. The Soviet Union 
seized them in 1945 soon after Japan’s surrender. 
The authorities in Tokyo say the islets have 
been under illegal occupation by Russia. The 
statement also said Russia was ending a visa-
free regime for Japanese people to visit the 
islands and halted efforts to establish joint 
economic activity there. In 2018, both countries 
agreed to speed up talks on the issue. Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida told the upper house 

from fleeing the country. Ukrainian sources 
insisted that Lukashenko’s forces might 
spearhead the Russian advance on Ukraine. Of 
course, this is possible. Firstly, the Kremlin is 
determined to show that it has an ally. Secondly, 
Lukashenko has little to say. Thirdly, Russia 
is now short of soldiers. On the other hand, 
joining Putin’s war against Ukraine in such a 
dramatic manner would prompt a disaster for 
the Lukashenko regime. The Belarusian leader 
had played Belarus as something of a neutral 
state after all. In addition, only a fraction of 

the Belarusian army can join Russian forces. 
Possibly some Belarusian soldiers sent to the 
front line will stage a rebellion. The Kremlin 
could indeed use this as a pretext to remove 
Lukashenko from power and install another 
puppet regime in Minsk. But is that worth 
destabilizing the facilities along the key front 
line? If Belarusian forces do not attack Ukraine 
in agreement with Moscow, this will mean the 
Kremlin’s real assessment of the situation rather 
than a firm stance of the Lukashenko regime. ■
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of the Japanese parliament that Japan views as 
unacceptable Russia’s decision to suspend the 
countries’ negotiations on a post-World War 
II peace treaty. Furthermore, Tokyo lodged 
a diplomatic protest with Moscow following 
the Kremlin’s decision. Russia took some tit-
for-tat measures to retaliate against Japan’s 
harsh policy following Moscow’s invasion 
of Ukraine. On March 1, Japan froze assets 
held by six individuals including President 
Vladimir Putin and Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov, and three Russian banks, among 
which the country’s central bank. Japan also 
prohibited exports to 49 Russian entities as 
part of the sanctions. Tokyo also pledged to 
bar several Russian banks from the SWIFT 
system, imposed sanctions against transactions 
with Russian bonds, and froze assets of some 
Russian financial institutions. Two days 
later, Japan blacklisted four more Russian 
banks. On March 8, Japan announced a new 
package of sanctions, freezing the assets of an 
additional 32 Russian and Belarusian officials 
and oligarchs. On March 18, the Japanese 
government announced new financial sanctions 
against six Russian businesses and government 

entities and 15 individuals, among them defense 
officials and the state-owned arms exporter, 
Rosoboronexport. Japan will block the assets of 
25 additional Russian citizens and ban exports 
to 81 Russian organizations, the foreign ministry 
announced in a statement on March 25. Japan 
will proceed with steps to strip Russia of its 
favored nation status and to prevent it from 
evading financial sanctions using digital assets, 
PM Fumio Kishida said the day before. Foreign 
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and his Turkish 
counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu on March 19 
condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as 
violating international law. A day later Kishida, 
on a visit to New Delhi, calls on his Indian 
counterpart, Narendra Modi, to take a tougher 
stand over Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. Amid 
the Russian attack on Ukraine, the Japanese 
government is no longer using mild rhetoric so 
as not to raise the ire of Moscow. Asked about 
the islands, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida and the country’s chief diplomat said 

“they are Japan’s inherent territory.” Japan sent 
bullet-proof vests, helmets, food, warm clothes, 
and other supplies to Ukraine following Russia’s 
aggression. ■
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JAPAN FREEZES 
INVESTMENT IN RUSSIA’S 
FLAGSHIP LNG PROJECT

28 March 2022

The Novatek-controlled flagship LNG project, or Arctic LNG-2, is again in trouble. 
Japan and France have stopped making new investments in a major liquefied 
natural gas development project in the Russian Arctic, Nikkei reported on 
March 25.

SOURCE: NOVATEK.RU

A major challenge that Russia is now facing 
consists in coordinating air raids and an 

amphibious landing. While airborne forces 
could be dropped along the Dnepr River to 
seize crucial bridges, how long would they 

be able to hold out while armored forces try 
to reach them over winter roads? The same 
applies to amphibious forces attempting to 
outflank Ukrainian defenses near Mariupol 
or to seize Odesa. Black Sea hydrography and 
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CHINA’S SINOPEC PAUSES 
RUSSIAN HIGH-RISK ENERGY 
PROJECT

28 March 2022

Beijing has refused to condemn Moscow’s actions in Ukraine. Perhaps the same 
will apply for the arms industry. However, joint business projects are now at risk. 
Beijing is afraid of Western sanctions.

coastal topography provide few good landing 
sites for amphibious forces, and once landed, 
they would be hard to sustain. Without proper 
coordination and rapid advance of armored 
forces, any airborne or amphibious assault as 
part of the invasion could become a “bridge 
or beach too far” for Russian forces. Russian 
problems have become clear now as the 
country’s forces are continuing hostilities in 
southern and southeastern Ukraine. Let’s start 
with Donbas. Russia could carry out a military 
operation locally in Donbas to extend the front 
and move deep into Ukraine before stopping 
there. Now it is clear that the Russian operation 
in Donbas played a supporting role. There is 
no frontal assault from the Donetsk region to 
Dnipro via the E50 road and/or to Zaporizhzhia 
via the N15 road (225 km). Speaking of the 
Donetsk section in Donbas, it was reported 
on February 25 that Russian forces attacked 
Mariupol. This suggests a thrust advancing 
along the Sea of Azov, across Mariupol and 
Berdyansk, to the Perekop isthmus that links 
mainland Ukraine and Crimea. But the biggest 
blow went north, from Luhansk. This could 
be a backup operation for Russian forces that 
advanced on Kharkiv. Therefore, the best course 

of action for Russian troops would be to bypass 
urban areas and mop them up later. However, 
Kharkiv is just over the border from Russia 
and is a major road and railroad junction. If 
Russian forces did not control Kharkiv, it would 
seriously diminish their logistical capability to 
support a central thrust toward the Dnepr River 
and beyond. Furthermore, Kyiv poses a similar 
challenge and, as the nation’s capital, possesses 
great symbolic value for whichever side holds it.  
Russia may be unable to avoid sustained urban 
combat in several major metropolitan areas 
(and the resulting high casualties) if it attempts 
more than a punitive incursion into Ukraine. 
Where is Russia most likely to advance across 
the eastern front? This route might include 
an axis that moves through Belgorod, Russia; 
Kharkiv, Ukraine (E105 road); Poltava, Ukraine 
(M03 road); and finally to Kremenchuk, Ukraine 
(320 km). Another option, which is more to the 
south, is to move from Belgorod to Kharkiv, and 
possibly another thrust to Dnipro (E105 road), 
perhaps to cut off Ukrainian forces in Donbas. 
The Russian problem was that its troops failed 
to do it over the first three days as they got 
stuck in Kharkiv and in the northern part of the 
Luhansk region. ■
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China’s state-run Sinopec Group has 
suspended talks for a half-million-dollar 

petrochemical investment and gas marketing 
venture in Russia. According to sources in 
Reuters, this was requested by the Chinese 
authorities, wary of sanctions against China. 
The plan has been to team up with Sibur, 
Russia’s largest petrochemical producer, for 
a project similar to the Amur Gas Chemical 
Complex in East Siberia, 40 percent owned by 
Sinopec and 60 percent by Sibur, set to come 
online in 2024. The construction of the Amur 
Gas Chemical Complex started in August 2020. 
It was 35 percent ready by February 2022. The 
project is set to come online in 2024–2025. 
Sinopec hit pause after realizing that Sibur 
minority shareholder and board member 
Gennady Timchenko had been sanctioned by 
the West. The Amur project itself faces funding 

snags as sanctions threaten to ban financing 
from key lenders, including Russia’s state-
controlled Sberbank. Beijing does not want 
Western sanctions to slap Chinese companies. 
China’s state-run energy businesses––Sinopec, 
China National Petroleum Corp (CNPC), and 
China National Offshore Oil Corp (CNOOC)––
have set up task forces on Russia-related 
matters and are working on contingency 
plans for business disruptions and in case of 
secondary sanctions. Since 2019, CNPC and 
CNOOC each have had a 10 percent stake in 
Novatek’s Arctic LNG-2 and Yamal LNG (since 
2014). The Chinese government is yet wary of 
Chinese companies running afoul of sanctions––
it is pressing companies to tread carefully with 
investments in Russia, its second-largest oil 
supplier and third-largest gas provider. ■
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RUSSIA SHIFTS ENMITY 
RHETORIC, NOW SEEKING 
TO CLAIM DONBAS

29 March 2022

Amid failed efforts to wage an all-out war, Russia is scaling back its goals in 
Ukraine. What now seems is that Russia is planning to at least extend the 
“people’s republics” in Donetsk and Luhansk to the administrative borders of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions and then capture both following a sham 
“referendum.”

As Moscow first sought to seize Kyiv, 
Kharkiv, Mariupol, and Odesa, now it has 

shifted its war rhetoric, focusing its efforts on 
achieving the minimum goal––the annexation 
of Donbas. Thus for Russia it is vital to capture 

Mariupol––the region’s biggest city that has 
remained under Ukrainian control since 2014. 
While recognizing the people’s republics in 
Donetsk and Luhansk, the Kremlin made it clear 
the whole territory of the regions of Donetsk 

SOURCE: MIL.RU
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S anctions have already knocked 2 to 3 
million barrels per day (b/d) of Russian 

crude oil and products. Russia is trimming 
refinery output. In the first half of March, the 
country’s refineries reduced throughput by 6 
percent month-to-month. They are likely to 
see a 7 percent decrease in the whole month 
perspective. And it is just the beginning. Figures 
will drop further as Russian exports are reduced 
amid EU and U.S. sanctions while the country’s 
output somewhat stalled. As estimated by 
Argus, oil production (without condensate) in 
Russia may decrease by 16 percent as early as 

April to 8.8 million barrels per day compared 
to March. Crude oil loading at Russia’s largest 
export terminals has dropped, but not as 
dramatically as expected. Export volumes from 
the Black Sea port of Novorossiysk as well as 
Primorsk and Ust-Luga in the Baltic Sea and 
Nakhodka in the Far East have been fairly stable. 
The United States and the United Kingdom 
introduced a ban on imported Russian oil and 
refined petroleum products. European energy 
firms quit their joint initiatives with Russia. The 
EU has, however, not decided to ban imports 
from Russia. If it did, Russian trade would be 

SANCTIONS DELIVER A BLOW 
TO RUSSIAN OIL, OPEC+ 
OFFERS HELP

30 March 2022

Although Western sanctions have not yet started to hit the Russian economy, the 
country’s energy export is now in trouble. Russia is seeing a drop in oil output, 
refinery throughput, and export figures. But for the OPEC+ cartel and its stance, 
Russia would be in bigger trouble, though.

and Luhansk are part of its, as enshrined in 
these two’s “constitutions” of 2014. After the 
war campaign that broke in 2014, just a third of 
Donbas fell into Russian hands. Their remaining 
areas were under the control of the Ukrainian 
authorities. Moscow’s strategic goal is thus 
to seize them. Ukraine’s general staff said on 
March 28 that Russia would now focus on two 
eastern regions claimed by Russia-backed 
separatists. What could come next is Russian 
efforts to claim this Ukrainian region in a move 
that allows Putin to claim victory. A Russian 
parliament member and former Donetsk 
political leader in 2014, Alexander Borodai, 
said a referendum is possible only after the 

whole republic “is liberated” by Russian forces. 
Likewise, Leonid Pasechnik, the head of the 
self-proclaimed Luhansk People’s Republic, 
today said that it could hold a referendum ‘in 
the nearest time’ asking voters whether they 
support making the region part of Russia. 
But there is still an issue of a land connection 
between Russia and Crimea. To achieve this, it 
is necessary to capture the regions of Kherson 
and Zaporizhia. Reports are that the Russian 
military seeks to create a puppet Kherson 
People’s Republic in the style of the Russian-
backed separatist polities in the Donbas region. 
Russia would possibly declare the occupied 
territory with a sham referendum. ■
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crippled as the country sells 80 percent of 
crude oil to EU states. Now around 40 percent 
of Europe’s oil and gas is imported from Russia. 
A blanket ban on gas purchases would have a 
more immediate impact on the EU economy 
while becoming deadly for Russia. EU nations 
have taken efforts to retain nuclear energy and 
develop renewables and hydrogen sources. In 
the face of war, these efforts stepped up while 
delivering a blow to Russian energy exports. 
For now, there are no signs that OPEC+ will 
change course at its next meeting on March 31. 
The group seems likely to continue its policy of 
adding 400,000 b/d to the market each month. 

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE)—the only two OPEC+ states that could 
quickly bring additional supplies onto the 
market—are in no mood to do so. Russian oil 
firms are thus redirecting their commodity 
flows to China and India. But this may take 
years, both due to logistical problems and the 
fact that Russia is incapable of sending oil to 
India like it now does to China as there is no 
pipeline connection between the two. Another 
thing is that Russia could trade its oil to China 
and India way cheaper than it now sells to the 
EU. ■

SOURCE: MEDIA.GAZPROM-NEFT.COM
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O ne member of the diplomatic staff 
at Russia’s embassy in Prague was 

then expelled from the Czech Republic, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said on March 29. 

The person, who was allegedly the deputy 
ambassador, was asked to quit the country. 
Still that same day, four senior officials from 
Russia’s embassy in Dublin had been told to 

MORE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
EXPEL RUSSIAN ENVOYS, 
DELIVER BLOW TO MOSCOW

31 March 2022

Western countries have expelled a total of 120 Russian intelligence officers 
masquerading as diplomats following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. Perhaps 
it is not over yet. This is the biggest coordinated action against the backdrop of 
Russia’s war in Ukraine since the spring of 2018 after an attempted poisoning of 
Sergei Skripal.
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RUSSIA’S OIL ALLIANCE WITH 
GULF COUNTRIES IS DOING 
WELL

31 March 2022

The OPEC group of oil-producing countries and its Russia-led allies ignored 
Western pressure to significantly boost production. As concluded at the latest 
OPEC+ meeting, oil-producing states are unlikely to make any shifts until May 
in a move that has an impact on global oil prices.

leave but it was on March 29 that Moscow got 
the most serious blow from Belgium and the 
Netherlands. Dutch Foreign Minister Wopke 
Hoekstra said that 17 Russian diplomats 
have been asked to leave the Netherlands. 
Belgium also has decided to eject 21 Russian 
envoys for their involvement in espionage and 
activities threatening the country’s security. 
The Russians worked at Moscow’s embassy in 
Brussels and the consulate in Antwerp. They 
were all accredited as diplomats but were 
working on spying. Earlier the day, Russia said 
it expelled a total of 10 diplomats from the 
European Union’s three Baltic states of Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania in retaliation for those 
countries expelling Russian diplomats earlier 

in March. On March 18, Lithuania expelled four 
diplomats while Estonia and Latvia––three 
each. On the same day, Bulgaria was expelling 
10 Russian diplomats saying they were carrying 
out activities deemed incompatible with their 
diplomatic status. But a country that expelled 
most Russian intelligence officers accredited 
as diplomats was Poland––last month, it asked 
45 officials to leave the country. Since the 
outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine war, Russian 
intelligence lost its assets in the United States 
(12), Montenegro, and Slovakia (3). Possibly the 
mass expulsions of Russian intelligence officers 
could cripple Moscow’s spying efforts in the 
Western states. ■

OPEC+ nations announced they would 
raise oil production output as planned. 

Despite volatility in the energy market amid 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, OPEC’s recent 
meeting took just 10 minutes to decide there 
was no need to change its prescribed course 
in May. The group said in a statement that the 

“continuing oil market fundamentals and the 
consensus on the outlook pointed to a well-
balanced market,” adding that the “current 
volatility is not caused by fundamentals, but by 
ongoing geopolitical developments.” The cartel 

said it would increase oil output in May by 
432,000 barrels a day. The decision is what the 
oil market has expected while its main factor––
the Biden administration’s plan to release up to 
180 million barrels of oil over several months 
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR). 
The next meeting is expected to be held on 
May 5. The cartel slashed data from the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) from its list of 
trusted sources, replacing it with consultancy 
groups Wood Mackenzie and Rystad Energy. 
The decision was in line with the expectations 
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of Russia whose oil producers hope that high 
oil prices eventually force Western nations 
to purchase Russian crude. In early March, 
many Western traders and refineries refuse to 
purchase Russian-sourced Urals crude. Buyers 
worldwide shun Russian Urals crude due to 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Traders offer 
Russian crude commodities at a heavy discount 
but they are unable to sell them while Russian 

refineries need to cut output. Buyers of Russian 
oil have faced difficulties over the availability 
of cargo vessels. Thus Russia is looking for 
options elsewhere–– also in India. Russian oil 
exports to India quadrupled in March. Despite 
this, Russian energy producers expect a mass 
decrease in sales in 2022, even by 20 percent, 
according to the president of the Union of Oil 
and Gas Producers of Russia. ■

SOURCE:MEDIA.GAZPROM-NEFT.COM

INDIA BUYS CHEAP 
RUSSIAN OIL

31 March 2022

India has refrained from outright condemnation of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. The country is yet maneuvering between Russia, which is its arms 
supplier, and the United States, as the New Delhi-Washington ties have improved 
lately. As more Indian companies secure deals with Russian crude suppliers, 
possibly the country will fill in the vacuum left by Western firms.
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Western oil sanctions against Russia made 
many companies wary of Russian-

sourced crude, causing a record drop in prices. 
For India this is a good bargain and a pretext 
to maintain good ties with Moscow. Indian Oil 
Corp, the country’s top refiner, also bought 3 
million barrels of Russian oil via a tender for 
May loading from trader Vitol. Vitol sold the 
cargoes at a discount of $20-$25 a barrel to 
dated Brent. Indian company IOC said in late 
February it would buy Russian-sourced crude. 
IOC does not see any problem in paying for the 
cargo as oil as a commodity is not banned and it 
was not dealing with a sanctioned entity. Indian 
private refiner Nayara Energy, part-owned by 
Russia’s Rosneft, has purchased Russian oil 
after a gap of a year, buying about 1.8 million 
barrels of Urals from trader Trafigura. The 
deal involves the use of Liberia-flagged vessel 
Moskovsky Prospect, managed by a unit of 
Russia’s state-run shipping firm Sovcomflot, 
to deliver cargo by April 17. The company was 
blacklisted by the United States. The United 
Kingdom and Canada ordered their ports to 
block any vessels that are Russian-flagged or 

believed to be registered, owned, or controlled 
by any person connected with Russia. Indian 
refiner Nayara Energy, where both Trafigura 
and Russia’s UCP Investment Group have shares, 
operates about 400,000 barrels daily at Vadinar 
in Gujarat, India. The company previously 
bought Urals in March 2021. Earlier in March, 
Hindustan Petroleum ordered Russian crude 
supplies. In recent years, India rarely bought 
Russian oil in the past due to high freight costs. 
The Indian government is now in talks with 
Russia to purchase more Urals crude volumes. 
India, the world’s third-biggest oil importer 
and consumer, has not banned Russian oil 
exports. Indian companies are snapping up 
Russian oil as it is available at a deep discount 
after some companies and countries stopped 
purchases from Moscow due to sanctions over 
its invasion of Ukraine. India has been under 
pressure to condemn Russia’s invasion but has 
so far been reluctant to do so. Earlier, Rosneft 
CEO Igor Sechin had been in talks with India 
for investment in Vostok Oil––the company’s 
gigantic oil venture in the Arctic. ■
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RUSSIA HAS ADMITTED 
DEFEAT IN KYIV

31 March 2022

During a new round of ceasefire talks in Istanbul, Russia has vowed to drastically 
reduce combat operations around the capital Kyiv and the northern city of 
Chernihiv. Although the Kremlin portrayed this as a goodwill gesture, Russia has 
in fact admitted defeat in Ukraine in the initial weeks of its invasion.

SOURCE:TWITTER

R ussian efforts to hit and capture Kyiv 
in the first week were to be crucial for 

the whole war campaign, according to the 
Kremlin. Therefore Russian troops poured 
into Belarus to launch an offensive on Kyiv. 

Already in the initial hours of the campaign, 
Russia assigned some of its troops to lead 
the charge and capture the Hostomel airfield 
northwest of the Ukrainian capital and deploy 
them to seize Kyiv. Russian hopes yet were 
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thwarted by the ferocity of Ukraine’s fight 
back. Although more Russian troops advanced 
on Kyiv from Belarus, they were not capable 
of seizing or even encircling the capital. The 
following weeks saw fierce fighting on the 
outskirts of Kyiv, where the Russian military 
suffered considerable losses. It has been one 
month since Russia invaded Ukraine and 
Moscow realized it could not deploy its artillery 
weapons close to Kyiv to raze it to the ground 
as Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Mykolaiv, or Mariupol. 
Thus Russia used the next round of ceasefire 
talks in Turkey’s Istanbul (March 29) to sow 
propaganda. Moscow said it would dramatically 
cut back its military offensive around Ukraine’s 
northern cities. But Russia is not planning to 
withdraw its forces from the seized territory. 
Even after deploying some troops eastwards, 
Russian forces took positions northeast and 

northwest of Kyiv to thwart Ukrainian defense. 
Chernihiv is still being hit with artillery fire. But 
some Russians are being pushed near Kharkiv 
to connect with troops advancing from Donbas. 
Russia accepted the fact it would never reach 
Kyiv and Kharkiv nor would it force Ukraine to 
surrender. The Kremlin has shifted its strategy, 
now seeking to occupy a large chunk of Ukraine, 
stretching south of Kharkiv (the key town of 
Izium) through Donbas (including Sloviansk and 
Mariupol), the southern part of the Zaporizhia 
region (Melitopol), to the Kherson region, on 
the Dnipro river in the north. With considerable 
territorial gains, Moscow could be willing to 
negotiate with Kyiv to recognize this territory 
as Russian-controlled in exchange for Russian 
withdrawal from Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy––as 
it is dramatically tough to keep control of these 
three. ■
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